4-Methyl-3,5-diphenyl-1,2-pyrazo-3,5-diborolyllithium (2). A yellow solution of lithium 2,2,6,6-tetramethylpiperidide was formed by mixing the 1.6 M nBuLi in hexane (2.52 mL, 4.03 mmol) with tetramethylpiperidine (570 mg, 4.03 mmol) in THF (3 mL). This solution was cooled to -35 °C and added to a pre-cooled solution of 1 (1.10 g, 4.03 mmol) in THF (10 mL). The orange mixture was kept at low temperature for 1 h and then stirred at room temperature for 2 h. The solvent was removed in vacuum leaving behind a pale yellow residue, which was washed with hexane (30 mL) and dried under Hydrogen atoms have been omitted for clarity.
Crystal structure determinations. Data were collected at a temperature of 173(2) K using the ω and ϕ scans on a Nonius Kappa CCD diffractometer with graphite monochromated Mo Kα radiation with λ = 0.71073 Å (Table 1) , and corrected for Lorentz and polarization effects and for absorption using the multi-scan method.
1 The structures were solved by the direct methods 2 and expanded using Fourier techniques. 
